Please read this before 
leaving an animal with the vet!
Wildlife rehabilitators are licensed by the State of North Carolina and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to take in orphaned or injured wildlife only. If the animal you have is injured, please complete all of the information on the other side of this form.  We need this information to comply with the rules that come with our State and Federal permits as well using the information to release the animal in its home territory whenever possible.  If you believe the animal has been abandoned by its parents, here are a few facts to make sure we do not take in an animal needlessly.
Nestlings: baby birds whose feathers have not developed and which are unable to perch.  Place them back into the nest whenever possible.  If you are unable to reach the nest, use a container (with drainage) lined with twigs and dry leaves (no grass).  Firmly attach the substitute nest as close to the original nest site as possible.  Watch from a distance and stay out of sight.  The parents should return to feed the nestlings shortly.  Sometimes it may take awhile for the parents to become comfortable with the new nest.  Birds have very little sense of smell so don’t worry about having touched the birds.
Fledglings: young birds which are mostly feathered, able to perch and move about, but are unable to fly. It is natural for these babies to be out of their nest.  The parents continue to feed their young while they learn to fly and find food. Return the bird to the area where it was found and place it in a bush or on a low tree limb. Remove all pets and children from the area.

Baby Rabbits: cottontails with their eyes closed should not be out of the nest.  Try to find the nest and return the baby to it.  Mother rabbits only visit the nest a couple of times a day, usually at dawn and dusk.  Using a piece of string or yarn, make an X over the entrance to the nest.  Check the nest the next morning and if the string has not been disturbed, assume the babies are indeed abandoned.  If their eyes are open and they are fully furred they are able to be on their own.  Remove all pets and children from the area and leave them alone.

Baby Squirrels: a baby that has fallen from the nest can usually be returned to the mother, even if the tree has fallen or the nest has been destroyed.  Squirrels almost always have a “backup” nest.  Place the baby as close to the original area as possible.  Stay out of sight.  Assume the baby is abandoned if the mother hasn’t retrieved it after three hours. 

Baby Opossums: the mother will usually not retrieve the baby.  Opossums carry their babies in their pouch and there is the possibility of a baby falling from its mother and being left behind.

Deer: leave the fawn alone!  Do not “rescue” a baby deer unless you have seen the mother killed.  While the mother feeds, the fawn is doing exactly what it is safest to do – lie motionless.  If you have brought a baby deer to a vet’s office and you have not seen the mother’s body, return it immediately to the spot where you found it. 

Do to the current rabies problem in the State of North Carolina, we are not allowed to rehabilitate raccoons, fox, skunks or bats.  Please understand that if any of these animals are brought to vet’s office, they must be turned over for testing.  Everyone can help with this very serious problem by having all of their dogs and cats vaccinated on a regular basis.
Please call us if you experience any kind of problem with a wild animal.  We are always happy to answer questions and make suggestions.
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